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Episode Time Markers: 
  0:08 - Introduction    
  1:54 - The Ministry of Prayer  
  6:58 - The Ministry of Scripture 

Introduction  
Friendships are a powerful force in the lives of believers. But we should never overlook the calling of God to 
encourage one another in the faith. Two of the most profound investments we can make with one another are 
sharing the Word of God and prayer. As we consider ministry in the lives of the 12, we see Jesus consistently  
emphasized both. When we invite God into our settings, He will use us to rescue, encourage, challenge, and 
push one another to a deeper faith. 

TOOLS FOR MINISTRY 
I. Prayer 

Mixing the basic apprehension of public speaking with the sense that our prayers need to be polished can 
really intimidate us. Life groups can become an invaluable training ground for building confidence in talking to 
God. The only way this can become reality is for us as leaders and hosts to lead the way in this journey. 
Consider how Jesus did this: 

1- Jesus met with God early every morning.  
“…in the morning, rising up a great while before day, he went out, and departed into a solitary place, and 
there prayed.” (Mark 1:35) 
It was early because the day gets busy, and He want to a solitary place to avoid distractions.  

2- Jesus prayed before inviting the 12 to follow Him.  
“And it came to pass in those days, that he went out into a mountain to pray, and continued all night in 
prayer to God. And when it was day, he called unto him his disciples: and of them he chose twelve, 
whom also he named apostles” (Luke 6:12–13) 

3- Jesus prayed privately in secret places; in good times and distressful moments.  
The disciples were witness to what it means to pray and they were deeply impacted. Their first and only 
question was— “can you teach us to do that?” 
“And it came to pass, that, as Jesus  was praying in a certain place, when he ceased, one of his 
disciples said unto him, Lord, teach us to pray…" (Luke 11:1) 

Hearing their mentor pray was encouraging to the 12. He taught about prayer by praying.  Here are a few 
ideas to consider for corporate prayer times: 

• Try prayer partners- everyone has one person they are assigned to for a set amount of time.  
• Pray popcorn prayers- someone volunteers to pray for a request when it is mentioned.  
• Have everyone cover one single request. Once all prayer requests are given, everyone is assigned 

just one to pray for. 
• Write down prayer requests. 
• Check-in with people during the week to let them know you are praying for them. 
• Celebrate answers to prayer. 

While we don't want to force anyone to pray out loud, we should be stretching people in the same way we 
stretch ourselves.  
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  8:51 - A New Approach to the Bible Study 
11:07 - Being a Good Facilitator 



II. Scripture

The power of God is found in the pages of the Bible. 

"For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to 
the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts 
and intents of the heart.” (Hebrews 4:12) 

God’s Word is a powerhouse in our world. It speaks deeply into our hearts and initiates change.  
“So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall 
accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.” (Isaiah 55:11) 

God says that His Word will never be powerless— it will always accomplish what He sends it to do. As we 
shepherd our life groups, we have to capitalize on opportunities to bring the Bible to life for everyone.  

A New Approach 
We choose a smaller size book of the Bible and print the text into a booklet for everyone to use. It has no 
commentary, cross-references, or study aids. It's just the text of the Bible with room to take notes. Every week 
we assign 8-10 verses for the next time we meet. On our own, we each circle key words, look up definitions, 
write questions we want to ask, and highlight key phrases. When we begin our Bible time in the life group, we 
read the 10 verses of the night aloud, with everyone taking part. Then we go back to the beginning and ask a 
few questions: 

• What are some themes that caught your attention? 
• What are some words you defined? 

This has made it so that everyone comes prepared, already having thought about the same verses. It's not 
another church service or a study where one person talks and everyone else sits silently. The church will even 
produce these booklets for you. All you have to do is ask! 

Being a facilitator is an essential role in guiding biblical discussions. Here are a few bullet points to embrace as 
one who leads the conversation in Scripture. 

•  Be comfortable with a little awkward silence.  
•  Learn to use open-ended questions rather than yes/no questions. 
•  Ask clarifying questions like— “Can you explain what you mean?” or "if you were to put this verse in 

your own words, how would you say it?"  
•  Be sure to support points with Bible rather than arguments or personal opinions. 
•  Try to give everyone a chance— ask someone who is quiet to give input. 
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of this session.


